
A few words about using Cornetto  
1. Cornetto must be regularly lubricated olive for wind instruments, such as: almond oil, 
linseed oil, etc. If your instrument will not be oiled, then after some time you may find it has 
an inferior sound, with more noise, lower notes are played with more difficult  
2. You must cornetto after intense play, naturally dry but away from stoves, radiators etc .. 
Avoid keeping it in extreme negative temperatures and positive temperatures.  
3. The bony mouthpiece must also be cleaned (especially in the middle) also oiled  
4. Like any wooden detective instrument, you have to play it very slowly. In the first week we 
play - 15 minutes, in the next - 20 minutes, etc.  
5. In this instrument to play well, it is very important to choose a good mouthpiece for your 
mouth. Each of us is differently built, has a different teeth bite, mouth and therefore we have 
to find a "mouthpiece". Unfortunately, sometimes it takes a lot of time.  
6. There is a lot of opinion that the cornetto is a difficult instrument to play due to the small 
mouthpiece and a big mouth effort. I will not agree with this opinion. Just as there are many 
schools playing the trumpet from very strong to light, the same is on cornetto. I rather use the 
method I once talked with W. Dongoise not to press the mouthpiece tightly to my mouth and 
allow them to vibrate freely. This topic is definitely not simple and requires some time to 
master it. Undoubtedly, strength playing, on a very tense mouth, causes them to get tired 
quickly, flat sound, trouble sometimes with intonation. I suggest that you start with a short 
warm-up of your lips for a few minutes. Put the instrument on for 10-15 minutes and start 
playing again. In the initial period, do not force lips, play with frequent breaks.  
7. As most of old instruments, also in the case of cornetto we can use interchangeable grips 
for the same sound. To understand this, it is enough to know additional tricks eg on recorder, 
because in cornetto we can play very similarly Np sound: c # we can play in the first octave 
with two closed holes in the right hand but sometimes you also have to close half a third of 
the hole. Sound: g # in the first octave is sometimes difficult to intonate, to make it more 
stable we can close some holes in the right hand.  
8. Sometimes musicians who play on a one-piece cornetto have a problem with closing the 
lowest holes in their right hands, especially when they have small hands. To solve this 
problem, it may be a cornetto order with shifted holes that will fit into the hand of the 
musician, cornetto curvo or cornetto 3-part, the lowest part can be turned so that it matches 
the right hand.  
 
Good luck 


